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to overturn the election if
he loses, or vow to rule like a
dictator ifhe wins. He knows
that nothing he says s ikely to
change anyone’s views.
E=Imost half the elecrorate
supported Trump in 2016, and
supported him again in 2020
This same split seems likely
on November 5_Tramps sup-

port s fxed and Tmpervious to
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tightness of the endorsements
of Hillary Clinton and Joe
Biden took place on January 6,
2021, when Trump became
the first American president
w wy 0 overtun an election
and prevent the peacefil trans-
fer of power.

This year, Teump is even
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in the past, and the ideas of
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office in order to keep it. She
believes in democracy: These,
and ot any specific policy posi-

tions, are the reasons The Adan-

be controvdrsial to Trump's

goriists. Nor will it matter

o hid supparters. Bu o the

voters wha don't much care
for either candidare, and who

argument. This election, like
the Last two, will be decided by
an absurdly small percentage
of voters in a handful of states
Becatise one of the most
and

Disdloses aduseoas.mozs
extieme Trump bas nade dear
it e woukd v 3 second rermm.
to consolidate unprecedented

power in his own hands, pus-

d pursuing

e
didates in American history
was on the ballot, The Atlan-
tic endorsed Trump's previous
Democratic opponents—
only the third and fourth
endorsements since the mag-
azine’s founding, in 1857.
We endarsed Abraham Lin-
calni for president in 1860
(though not, for reasons lost
to history, in 1864). One hun-
dred and four years later, we
endorsed Lyndon B. John-
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a far-right agenda that most
Americans don't want. *We
believe that this election is a
turning-point in our histary,”
the magazine prophesied cor-
rectly when it endorsed Abra-
ham Lincoln in 1860. This
years election is anather.
About the candidate we
are endorsing: The Aslantic is
a heteradox place, staffed by
freethinkers, and for some of
us, Kamala Harris policy views
are too centrist, while for others

ill decide the country’s fate,
it is not enough to list Har-
siss strengths or write 4 bill
of obvious particulars against
Trump. The main reason for
those ambivalerst Americans to

vore for Harris has litde to do
with policy or partisanship. Irs
this: Electing her and defeating
him is che only way to release us
from the political nightmare in
which we're trapped and bring
us to the next phase of the
American experiment.

Trump isn't solely respon-
sible for this age of poison-
ous thetoric, hateful name-
calling, conspiracies and lies,
divided families and commu-
nities, cowardly leaders and

@
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2523

health—ehen you'll be i
oppose President Harris w
heartedly. Like you, wewk
the return of the Repub
Party of Ronald Reagan,
Dole, John McCain, a
Romney,  party an
actual ideas. We believe that
American politics are healthi-
est when vibrant conservative
and liberal parties fight it out
on matters of palicy.

If you're a progressive who
thinks the Democratic Party isa
tool of corporate America, talk
to someone who still car' for-
give themselves for voting for
Ralph Nader in 2000—then
ask yourself which candidate,
Harris or Trump, would give
you any leverage 1o push for
policies you care sbout

And if you're one of the
many Americans who can’t
stand politics and just want 10
opt out, remember that under
democracy, inaction is also an
action; that no one ever has
lean hands; and that, s our
1860 editorial said, “nothing
can absolve us from doing our
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L [ac-cept]/[ok sept] My reason for cutting some classes could be ed. | was learning
=} more from reading the books that | borrowed from the library.
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While waiting for a bus =« s the street, three students saw a cat hiding
under a car.
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She looked pale and =
the street again.
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Argument. 1nis €ICCUON, 11KE
the last two, will be decided by
an absurdly small percentage
of voters in a handful of states.

Because one of the most
personally malignant and
politically dangerous can-
didates in American history
was on the ballot, The Atlan-
tic endorsed Trump's previous
Democratic opponents—
only the third and fourth
endorsements since the mag-
azine’s founding, in 1857.
We endorsed Abraham Lin-
coln for president in 1860
(though not, for reasons lost
to history, in 1864). One hun-
dred and four years later, we
endorsed Lyndon B. John-
son for president. In 2016,
we endorsed Hillary Clinton
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IS CIOSEST 4AVISETS 4r¢ more
extreme. Trump has made clear
that he would use a second term
to consolidate unprecedented
power in his own hands, pun-
ishing adversaries and pursuing
a far-right agenda that most
Americans don’t want. “We
believe that this election is a
turning-point in our history,”
the magazine prophesied cor-
rectly when it endorsed Abra-
ham Lincoln in 1860. This
year’s election is another.
About the candidate we
are endorsing: The Atlantic is
a heterodox place, staffed by
freethinkers, and for some of
us, Kamala Harris’s policy views
are too centrist, while for others
they're too liberal. The process
that led to her nomination was
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WIL QECIaE (e COUntry's Tate,
it is not enough to list Har-
ris’s strengths or write a bill
of obvious particulars against
Trump. The main reason for
those ambivalent Americans to
vote for Harris has little to do
with policy or partisanship. It's
this: Electing her and defeating
him is the only way to release us
from the political nightmare in
which we're trapped and bring
us to the next phase of the
American experiment.

Trump isn't solely respon-
sible for this age of poison-
ous rhetoric, hateful name-
calling, conspiracies and lies,
divided families and commu-
nities, cowardly leaders and
deluded followers—bur as
long as Trump srill sits atop
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thinks the Democtatic
tool of corporate Ami
to someone who still
give themselves for v
Ralph Nader in 200
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Harris or Trump, we
you any leverage to
policies you care abot
And if you're or
many Americans w
stand politics and jus
opt out, remember tf
democracy, inaction
action; that no one
clean hands; and th:
1860 editorial said,
can absolve us from ¢
best to look at all pul
tions as cirizens, and
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